SPECIALISM  AND   PREVENTIVE   MEDICINE
is full of original ideas, and it must not be forgotten that it was
he who in 1868 performed the first operation in England for mas-
toiditis, although the operation had been practised some years
previously in Paris by JEAN Louis PETIT (p. 244). Mastoid
surgery was placed upon a sound pathological basis by HERMANN
SCHWARTZE (1837-1900), of Halle, who described it in his
Chirurgischen Krankheiten des Ohres (188s).1 Contemporary with
Toynbee was Sir WILLIAM WILDE of Dublin (1815-76), the
father of Oscar Wilde and a man of great energy and varied gifts.
An authority on the history and archaeology of his country, he
wrote several works on this subject. His first book, Narrative of a
Voyage to Madeira, earned his reputation as a writer. Wilde also
distinguished himself as Commissioner for the Irish Census, for
which services he was awarded a knighthood. When he settled
in Dublin as an aural surgeon in 1841 he established a dispensary
in a disused stable, and in such humble quarters, and later in St.
Mark's Hospital, he was the first to teach otology in the United
Kingdom. His volume on Aural Surgery (1853) is the fruit of long
and careful clinical observation, for Wilde was as essentially a
clinician as Toynbee was a morbid anatomist. The case reports
used by Wilde to illustrate lus observations are models of clear re-
porting after the true Hippocratic tradition. Acute mastoiditis he
treated by " Wilde's incision," an incision down to the bone,
but with no bone operation. He realized the dangers of otitis,
stating that " we can never tell how, when, or where it will end.55
A most interesting biography of Sir William Wilde has been
written by Dr. T. G. Wilson of Dublin.2
On the Continent the pioneer of modern otology was JEAN
MARIE GASPARD ITARD (1775-1858), a military surgeon of Paris
who devoted special attention to the ear, and whose work, Traite
. des maladies de Voreille et de Vaudition> did much to establish otology
on a scientific basis. He did good service by his efforts to improve
facilities for the education of the deaf. The leading German
otologist of the time was WILHELM KRAMER (1801-75), who
wrote a well-known textbook on diseases of the ear, and was a
strong advocate of the Eustachian catheter and bougie.
No one can write of the history of otology without mentioning
ADAM POLITZER (1835-1920), who did so much for the specialty*
For many years he occupied the Chair of Otology at Vienna, to
1  Sir Charles Ballance, The Surgery of the Temporal Bone, 2 vols., 1919, vpl i. p. 51
2  T. G. Wilson, Victorian Doctor: The Life of Sir William WUdt, 1942
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